
State of Maryland 
2013 and 2014 Sessions of the General Assembly 

Constitutional Amendments, Public Local Law Referendums and other Ballot Questions 
For the 2014 General Election Ballot 

 
2013 – Session of the General Assembly 

 
Constitutional Amendment 
SB 829 Transportation Trust Fund – Use of Funds 
Chpt. 422     
 

2014 – Session of the General Assembly 
   
Constitutional Amendments 
HB 1415 Chief Executive Officer or County Executive – Special Election to Fill a Vacancy in 

Office 
Chpt. 261  
 
Local Referendum 
HB 690 Garrett County – Alcoholic Beverages – Sunday Sales for Off-Premises Consumption 
Chpt. 418  
  
HB 1097 Garrett County – Alcholic Beverages – Sunday Sales for On-Premises Consumption 
Chpt. 445 
 

• Constitutional Amendments and Statewide Referendum – Questions originated by General 
Assembly legislation appear on the ballot statewide.  The Secretary of State (SOS) prepares the question 
language as it is to appear on the ballot.  The deadline for the SOS to certify the ballot language to the State 
Board of Elections (SBE) is the 3rd Monday in August.  The language will be posted on the SBE website 
http://elections.maryland.gov/ after certification. 

• Local Referendums and Public Local Law Referendum - Questions originated by General Assembly 
legislation only appear on the ballot in that County.  SBE prepares the ballot question language.  The 
deadline for SBE to certify the ballot language to the local board of elections (LBE) is the 2nd Monday in 
August.  The language will be posted on the SBE website after certification. 

• Local Ballot Questions originated by the County.  This list does not include local ballot questions that 
are prepared and certified by the local governments.  The county attorney prepares the ballot question 
language.  The deadline for the County Attorney to certify the ballot language to the LBE is the 3rd Monday 
in August.  The LBE forwards the ballot language to SBE for incorporation in general election ballot 
development.  The local ballot question language will be posted on the SBE website after certification. 

• Maryland law does not provide for the Initiative process (this is the process used by the public to get 
questions on the ballot used in other states) 

• The complete text of legislation passed by the General Assembly can be obtained from the Department of 
Legislative Services (DLS) website http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/.  DLS is required to prepare a non-
technical summary of the ballot question legislation passed by the General Assembly.  The deadline for 
DLS to provide the summaries to SBE is the 3rd Monday in August.  The summaries will be posted on the 
SBE website when they are provided and will provide a link to the complete text of each piece of 
legislation. 
 

Additional questions regarding ballot questions should be referred to Donna Duncan or Natasha Walker at 
SBE. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0829&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2013rs
http://mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/chapters_noln/Ch_394_sb0281E.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=hb1415&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2014RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/chapters_noln/Ch_261_hb1415E.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=hb0690&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2014RS
http://mlis.state.md.us/2012rs/chapters_noln/Ch_133_hb0690T.pdf
http://mlis.state.md.us/2012rs/chapters_noln/Ch_133_hb0690T.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=hb1097&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2014RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/chapters_noln/Ch_445_hb1097E.pdf
http://elections.maryland.gov/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/
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